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Evolution of Planning Policy & Accomplishments of General Plans in San Jose

1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s
• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards 
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study
• San Jose 2020 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards 
• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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Economic Development
Maximize the economic and revenue generation potential of the 
City’s land resources and employment opportunities for San Jose 

residents.
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Economic Development
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap

• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative

• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community

• Poco Way Revitalization 
Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South

• San Jose 2020 General 
Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards

• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT

• Framework to Evaluate 
Conversion of Employment Lands to 
Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
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Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General 
Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards 
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ 
Heavy Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy

• Guadalupe Corridor 
LRT

• Edenvale Area development 
Policy
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Growth Management
Balance the urban services and facilities demands of new 

development with the need to address the City’s fiscal stability 
through the operating and capital budget process.
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Growth Management
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development

• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative

• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions

• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
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• Urban Development           
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level 
of Service Policy 

• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards

•San Jose 2020 General 
Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan

• Framework to Evaluate Conversion 
of Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy

• County Island Annexations

• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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Downtown Revitalization
Invigorate Downtown as San Jose’s cultural center with a mix of 

housing, employment, convention and visitor amenities, 
museums, parks, linkages to San Jose State University, etc 
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Downtown Revitalization
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development

• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan

• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy

• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization 
Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens

• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units

- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards  
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment

• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Historic Preservation

• San Jose 2020 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards 

• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative

• Downtown Strategy Plan

• SNI Plans

• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & 
Transit-Oriented Development

• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
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Urban Conservation/Preservation
Protect and enhance San Jose’s neighborhoods and historic resources 

to promote community identify and pride
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Urban Conservation/Preservation
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General Plan 
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study
• San Jose 2020 General Plan
• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Edenvale Area  Development 
Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT

1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75

• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development

• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative

• Riparian Corridor Policy

• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy

• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
Edenvale Area Development
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
- Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South

• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 

• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards  

• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Historic Preservation

• Neighborhood 
Revitalization Strategy

• San Jose 2020 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/Standards 

• Poco Way Revitalization 
Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative

• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
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Greenline/Urban Growth Boundary
Preserve land that protects water, habitat, and agricultural resources 
and/or offers recreational opportunities, as well as to preserve the 

scenic backdrop of the hillsides surrounding San Jose 



Task Force meeting 
October 9, 2007

Greenline/Urban Growth Boundary
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development

• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study

• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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• Urban Development    
Policy

• Horizon 2000 General 
Plan 
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards  

• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative

• San Jose 2020 General 
Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards  
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Urban Development Policy 
& Infill Development
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Urban Development Policy 
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Urban Development Policy 
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Urban Development Policy 
& Infill Development
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Urban Development Policy 
& Infill Development
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Housing
Provide a wide variety of housing opportunities to meet the needs of 

all economic segments of the community in stable neighborhoods 
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Housing
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards   
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative
• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy
• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative

• Economic Development Strategy

• Edenvale Area Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations
Public Outreach Policy

• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan

• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South

• Housing Initiative Study
• San Jose 2020 General 
Plan
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards  
• Housing Opportunity Study

• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses

• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy

• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units 
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
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Sustainability
Manage, conserve and preserve natural resources for present and 
future generations. Identify opportunities to enhance the City’s 
sustainability policies through the implementation of the Urban 

Environmental Accords 
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Sustainability
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General Plan 
- Service Level Goals/ 
Standards
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study

• Housing Opportunity Study

• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy

• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan
• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy

• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• County Island Annexations
• Public Outreach Policy

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South
• Poco Way Revitalization Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRTA
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• San Jose 2020 General Plan
- Service Level Goals/Standards

• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative

• Riparian Corridor Policy

• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-
off, Green Building, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions
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Social Equity
Cultivate ethnic, cultural and socio-economic diversity and equity in 

the planning for all public facilities and services to protect and 
enhance the quality of life for all San Jose residents 
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Social Equity
1970’s 1980’s 1990’s 2000’s

• Urban Development    
Policy
• General Plan ‘75
• Transportation Level of 
Service Policy 
• Redevelopment Areas 
Rincon de los Esteros 
and Edenvale Industrial 
Park areas

• Berryessa-Evergreen Swap
• Mayor’s Task Force on 
Economic Development
• Horizon 2000 General Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards 
• Redevelopment Areas   
Downtown and  Light/ Heavy 
Industrial areas
• Merged Redevelopment 
Areas
• North San Jose Area 
Development Policy
• Historic Resources 
Inventory

• Housing Initiative Study
• San Jose 2020 General Plan
- Service Level 
Goals/Standards 
• Housing Opportunity Study
• Urban Growth Boundary/ 
Greenline Initiative

• Riparian Corridor Policy
• Historic Preservation

• Greenprint Parks Master Plan

• Framework to Evaluate Conversion of 
Employment Lands to Other Uses
• Economic Development Strategy
• Multi-Modal Transportation Policy
• North San Jose Area Development 
Policy
• Edenvale Area  Development Policy
• Environmental Policies – Urban 
Environmental Accords, Urban Run-off, 
Green Building, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
• County Island Annexations

• Berryessa Planned 
Community
• Silver Creek Planned 
Community
• Guadalupe Corridor LRT

• Specific Plan
- Communications Hill
-Jackson Taylor
- Midtown
- Tamien Station Area
- Alviso master plan
- Rincon South

• Specific Plan
- Martha Gardens
• Downtown Strategy Plan
• 10,000 Affordable Housing Units
• Mixed Us, Pedestrian & Transit-
Oriented Development
- Flea Market
- Hitachi
- City Wide
• Capitol LRT
• Vasona Corridor LRT
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• Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy

• Poco Way Revitalization 
Plan
• Santee Revitalization Plan
• SNI Plans

•Public Outreach Policy

• Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
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